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“ A journey of a thousand miles must begin with a single step.”
Lao-tzu

“There are risks and costs to a program of action. But they are far less than
the long-range risks and costs of comfortable inaction.”
John F. Kennedy



Methodology

Data for the 2005 Taney County Community Health Assessment was collected
from a variety of primary and secondary data sources. To ensure accuracy, data from
sources were examined to clarify reporting sources, data collection methods, and
population or sample sizes. Every reasonable effort was made to collect and present
reliable, accurate information for dissemination. Efforts were made to update the charts
with the most recent information available from the reporting agencies. Presented data
that seemed to be misleading, or of questionable quality, was compared to other sources
to check for errors.

Rate calculations were based on the methods utilized by the Missouri Department
of Health and Senior Services and population estimates provided by the United States
Census Bureau. Efforts were made to review calculations to determine accuracy and
reliability.

The charts and graphs presented in the chapters were developed using the data
collected from the referenced sources. Every effort was made to provide the reader with
charts and graphs that provided as much information as possible in an understandable
format. When charts and graphs were found to be unclear, efforts were made to clarify
and reformat the information.

Every effort was made during the editing process to limit the possibility of errors
in the presentation of data and calculations. However, we are unable to prevent errors do
to the collection, compilation, and dissemination of data by reporting agencies. Data
cited from reporting agencies is provided with the understanding that data is only as
reliable and valid as the methodologies and processes employed to collect, evaluate,
standardize, and report the data. Additionally, reliability and validity of locally collected
data was limited because of collection procedures that limited randomization.
Consequently, locally collected data should be considered to be representative of the
population groups sampled and cautiously representative of the county as a whole.

All of the information presented in this assessment was reviewed and edited for
accuracy. Any errors within this assessment are purely unintentional and are deeply
regretted. If an error is noted, please let us know; so that we may identify, correct, or
clarify the information.
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